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Teachers as Heroes

"Where are the heroes of today?' a radio talk show host thundered.

He blames society's shortcomings on education. Too many people are
looking for heroes in all the wrong places. Movie stars and rock musicians,
athletes, and models aren't heroes; they're celebrities. Heroes abound in
public schools, a fact that doesn't make the news. There is no precedent
for the level of violence, drugs, broken homes, child abuse, and crime in
today's America. Education didn't create these problems but deals with
them every day.

You want heroes?

Consider Dave Sanders, the schoolteacher shot to death while trying to
shield his students from two youths on a shooting rampage at Columbine
High School in Littleton, Colorado. Sanders gave his life, along with 12 stu-
dents, and other less heralded heroes survived the Colorado blood bath.

You want heroes?

Jane Smith, a Fayetteville, NC teacher, was moved by the plight of one of
her students, a boy dying for want of a kidney transplant. So this woman
told the family of a 14 year old boy that she would give him one of her kid-
neys. And she did. When they subsequently appeared together hugging on
the Today Show, even Katie Couric was near tears.

You want heroes?

Doris Dillon dreamed all her life of being a teacher. She not only made it,
she was one of those wondrous teachers who could bring the best out of
every single child. One of her fellow teachers in San Jose, Calif., said, 'She
could teach a rock to read." Suddenly she was stricken with Lou Gehrig's
Disease which is always fatal, usually within five years. She asked to stay
on job ...and did. When her voice was affected, she communicated by
computer. Did she go home? Absolutely not! She is running two elemen-
tary school libraries! When the disease was diagnosed, she wrote the staff
and all the families that she had one last lesson to teach: that dying is part
of living. Her colleagues named her Teacher of the Year.

Continued on page 4



Executive Committee

PRESIDENT - Brian Shanahan, UHS

VICE PRESIDENT - James Grossi, UHS
TREASURER - Bill Weiss, Kaw

SECRETARY — Marie Krueger, Kaw
NEWSLETTER — Andy Pfeifer, Franklin

ESP — Cathy Sharp, Battle Hill

SOCIAL — Nicole Ahern, Livingston
GRIEVANCE (Elem) — Kristin Alvarez, Liv
GRIEVANCE (UHS/MID) — Charlie King, UHS
GOOD/WELFARE — Josephine Palumbo, UHS
PHILANTHROPIC — David Arminio, Kaw
MEMBERSHIP (UHS/MID) — Shawn Paterno, UHS
MEMBERSHIP (Elem) - Eric Shaw, Liv
PAC/LEGISLATIVE — Joe Canarelli, Kaw/Burnet
ADMIN. ADVISORY - Mike Fiorito, UHS
ELECTIONS - Laura Torres, HC

PRIDE - Jill Adams, C5

PRIDE CoChair - John Zurka, C5
NEGOTIATIONS - Jim Grossi & Cathy Sharp
HEALTH & SAFETY — Kathy Brooks, UHS

Association Representatives

Head Reps
UNION HIGH - Gina Calderone

BURNET - James Frazier
KAWAMEEH - Kristen Mellage
CENTRAL 5 — Maura Golding
FRANKLIN — Lynn Vollmuth
CONN. FARMS - Elaine Faulks
LIVINGSTON - Vita Genova

H. CALDWELL — Laura Torres
BATTLE HILL — Cathy Sharp
WASHINGTON - Sue Kornblum
SPECIAL SERVICES - Linda Lozito

Classified Section

Mausoleum Crypt for Sale: Single large crypt
(inside location) at Hollywood Memorial Park, Union.
Walk-in price of $9000, yours for only $4990. A price to
die for.

apfeifer@twpunionschools.org

Townhouse for Sale-Sayreville, 2 bedroom, 2.5
bath. New carpeting, freshly painted, new Trex decking
with vinyl railings, new stove, counters and sink. Up-
dated bathroom. Pool one block, laundry room includes
washer/dryer. Asking price $285K.

Call Kim or Joe (908)783-4203

Education Foundation

Members of the community are invited to
our annual reception to honor recipients of
Township of Union Education Foundation
grants. This year's Cocktail and Dessert recep-
tion will be held on Thursday, May 15, 2008 at
Schering Plough Corporation, Morris Avenue,
Union from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. Donation is
$20.00. Checks may be made payable to Town-
ship of Union Education Foundation and sent to
Irene Goldie Petras, 1113 Liberty Avenue, Un-
ion, NJ 07083. It is always a wonderful night

and we look forward to seeing everyone there.
Continued on page 4

Great to Be an Educator Day
Thursday, June 19, 2008

Notice:

The Eagle’s Eye newsletter will appear only 2 times
a school year, in or around the months of October
and May. Please visit the UTEA website for up-
dated news and information.

UTEA Website Address
www.njutea.com

Newsletter Input

Andy Pfeifer — Franklin School
apfeifer@twpunionschools.org
908 851-6792 (X6792)
E-mail TEXT and/or PICTURES

Business Card Advertisement
Members-free for first issue
Non-member-$5.00 per issue

Please include your e-mail address
with all correspondence

UTEA The Eagle’s Eye
EDITOR
Andrew B. Pfeifer
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U.T.E.A. Spring Fling

Friday June 13, 2008 @ 6:00 en
Costa’s Restaurant in Roselle Park,
Includes Dinner, Dancing, « Open Bar

Teacher Recognition Recipients

Battle Hill Mary Ferrise

Burnet Manny Disporto

Central Five Vicky Pollack

Connecticut Farms Sheryl Erman

Franklin Kathy Schackman

Hannah Caldwell Marisa Caruso

Kawameeh Gil Rivers

Livingston Laurie Kranz

Union High School Joseph Caliguire

Washington Janice DeNoia

25 Years of Service

Joann Gentile Susan Lorenzo

Teresa Jaegel Pamela McAfee

Susan Junice Denise Murphy

Maria Korba John Petrozzino

Ruth Seiden

Retirees
David Arminio Joan Garthwaite Arlene Krampetz
Lynne Augis Luci Giacalone Marie Krueger
Linda Auletta Louise Helwig Helen Mollach
Joseph Canarelli Ellen Jacobs Regina Pfarr
Richard Carmella James Jeskey Gil Rivers
Janet Czajkowski Doris Kaplan Nancy Tompkins
Rose Ann Fornarotto Gale Katcher Deborah Wieczezak
Edward Wieczezak

Dell Member Purchase Program-Attention K12 School District employees
Your school district has teamed up with Dell to provide you with exclusive discounts on Personal PCs.
Save up to 12% when using your Member ID: KS29315111 (Call 877 377-0238 for details)
http://www.njea.org/pdfs/DellPromotion.pdf
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You want heroes?

Bob House, a teacher in Gay, Georgia, tried out for "Who Wants to Be a

Millionaire." After he won the million dollars, a network film crew wanted to follow up to see how it
had impacted his life. New cars? Big new house? Instead, they found both Bob House and his wife
still teaching. They explained that it was what they had always wanted to do with their lives and that
would not change. The community was both stunned and gratified.

You want heroes?

Last year the average school teacher spent $468 of their own money for student necessities ... work-
books, pencils.. supplies, kids had to have but could not afford. That's a lot of money from the pock-
ets of the most poorly paid teachers in the industrial world. Schools don't teach values? The critics
are dead wrong. Public education provides more Sunday School teachers than any other profes-
sion. The average teacher works more hours in nine months than the average 40-hour employee
does in a year.

You want heroes?

For millions of kids, the hug they get from a teacher is the only hug they will get that day because
the nation is living through the worst parenting in history. An Argyle, Texas kindergarten teacher
hugs her little 5 and 6 year-olds so much that both the boys and the girls run up and hug her when
they see her in the hall, at the football games, or in the malls years later. A Michigan principal
moved me to tears with the story of her attempt to rescue a badly abused little boy who doted on a
stuffed animal on her desk.. one that said 'l love you!' He said he'd never been told that at home.
This is a constant in today's society.. two million unwanted, unloved, abused children in the public
schools, the only institution that takes them all in.

You want heroes?

Visit any special education class and watch the miracle of personal interaction, a job so difficult that
fellow teachers are awed by the dedication they witness. There is a sentence from an unnamed
source which says: "We have been so eager to give our children what we didn't have that we have
neglected to give them what we did have." What is it that our kids really need? What do they really
want? Math, science, history and social studies are important, but children need love, confidence,
encouragement, someone to talk to, someone to listen, standards to live by. Teachers provide up-
right examples, the faith and assurance of responsible people.

You want heroes?

Then go down to your local school and see our real live heroes the ones changing lives for the better
each and every day! Now, pass this on to someone you know who's a teacher, or to someone who
should thank a teacher today. I'd like to see this sent to all those who cut down the importance of
teachers. They have no idea who a public school teacher is or what they do.

An essay written by an assistant principal in Ohio.
J. Bradley-Asst. Principal Fairland High School
Proctorville, OH

Educat|0n FOU ndat|0n . . -continued from page 2

The Education Foundation is selling raffle tickets for a drawing to be held at May 15 at Scher-
ing Plough Corporation. Tickets are $5.00 each; first prize is a 47" LCD HDT Vizio Galleria do-
nated by Investors Savings, second prize is a gift basket and certificate valued at $150.00 donated
by Whole Foods and third prize is a "basket of cheer" donated by local realtors, valued at
$125.00. Must be 21 or older to participate. Contact Evelyn at 964-1476 or Barbara at 687-
5743. Please support the Foundation!
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