FRANKLIN EAGLE

Editor-in-chief: Carol Godfrey

Winter 2009

March 2-Read Across America

March 8- Daylight Savings Time

March 17-5t Patrick's Day-wear green
March 20-Spring begins

April 1-Arpil Fools' Day

April 5-Palm Sunday

April 8-Passover begins at sundown
April 10-Good Friday-NO SCHOOL
April 12-Easter

April 13-17-Spring Break -NO SCHOOL
April 22-Earth Day

April 22-Administrative Professional Day
April 23-Take Our Daughters to Work
April 24-Arbor Day

May 5-Cinco de Mayo

May 5-National Teacher Day
May10-Mother's Day

May 22- 1:00 dismissal

May 25-Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL
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On cold, rainy or snowy mornings all child
should report to the auditorium before school
begins. No one should be walking the halls or
waiting by the classroom doors. Children may
enter the school using the front door and go
directly into the auditorium. Supervision
begins at 8:25. Please do not bring your child
to school before that time.
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= or drop off at the Main Office.

" apfeifer@twpunionschools.org

For school information visit

http://www.twpunionschools.org
Click on “Franklin School” to find
out all the latest school news.

You can also view the

“Franklin Eagle” on our website.




From the desk of the Principal

Greetings Parents, Guardians, Relatives, and Friends:

..And T've looked over, and I've seen the Promised Land.

but I want you to know tonight that

So I'm happy tonight. I'm not worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man.
- Martin Luther King Jr.

As we enter Black History month, let us be mindful of the prophetic words Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
spoke. My question to you is what is your promised land? What is the Promised Land for your children?
Remember, words are powerful and what you continuously say becomes reality. So be mindful of what
you say to your children. Your words are powerful and they can either build or destroy.

For Black History Month, Franklin School will be participating in several events. We will have an
assembly program presented by the Zawadi School of Dance. The students will be participating in a
poetry contest about Black history and a door-decorating contest. The winners of the door-decorating
contest will receive a pizza party. Please talk to your children about the History of America and Africa
and how it relates to their life. Children need to understand the sacrifices others have made to make
their life better and create more opportunities than previous generations.

As always, allow me to re-emphasize the theme of P.R.I.D.E that Franklin Elementary School uses to
promote healthy student development: P for Proud - R for Ready - I for Intelligent - D for Determined
- and E for Educated. It is very important that the parents reinforce these principles at home so the
children can infuse these very important lessons into their daily routines.

It is getting closer to state assessment time. The students have been preparing vigorously for the
NJASK 3 and 4. Franklin School has established an incentive program for students to achieve at a high
level on our SuccessMaker computer program. This program helps equip the students with the
necessary skills needed to become proficient in Language Arts and Math. Students who are projected
to pass the NJASK test will be given a ticket, which will be placed in a raffle. Some of the prizes that
will be raffled off, after the state assessment, are free martial arts lessons, stuffed animals, a Wii
station, and other small prizes. Please encourage your children to do their absolute best in all areas of
school. The date of the NJASK assessment is May 4-8. Make ups will be the week after.

Parents, please make sure your children are not dropped off too early for school. If your child does not
participate in the morning program, sponsored by the YMCA, or the breakfast program then he/ she
should not arrive o school before 8:25 A.M. I want every child to be safe. Supervision does not begin
until 8:25 A.M. according to the teachers’ contract. Also, please make sure your child is picked up on
time after school. Students are dismissed at 3:00 p.m. on full days and 1:00 p.m. on half days. Lastly,
please do not allow your children to bring in their personal toys, cards, games, or objects such as balls
to play with. The school supplies these items for your children and will not be responsible to replace
personal items if they are lost, broken, or stolen. Thank you kindly for adhering to these policies.




Dear Parents, /

We are at the end of the second marking period and a lot has happened at Franklin since the start of
the year. Our movie night has been a huge success and loved by student and parent alike. We have
taken our pictures for the yearbook and plan to have it ready by early may. Unfortunately, due to
limited funds we will be asking parents to order their yearbook at a nominal fee for all interested
fourth graders. We have several upcoming events I would like to share with you and hope that you
will come out and join us. For starters: We have a PTA meeting being held on March 3™, all
interested parties are invited to attend, movie night will be held on March 20™, the Easter Bunny will
visit the pre-k, first, and second graders on April 9™ and Family fun night will also be held in April
the date to be announced.

We would also like to invite all women to come out and join us for a night to discuss *Women and
Heart Disease" one of the major causes of fatality amongst women. This event will be held at
Franklin on April 2" in conjunction with Mrs. Haliniewski, the PTA and overlook hospital prior to our
jump rope for heart program held by Ms. Vollmuth and the fourth grade students on April 4th.

One last note, the safety of our children is being jeapordized by the careless parking in front of the
school. Parents are parking in the crosswalk making it impossible for the children to cross due to
hazardous conditions. The PTA please request that you refrain from parking in the crosswalk and
take care to consider the safety of all our children not just our own. Also consider there are nearly
500 students in the building all needing to be delivered safely to school.

Support Franklin’s PTA!

Show your support by
helping out and
lending a hand at all
school events.
f Parents and teachers
!

working together.
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Please try fo attend.
Meetings begin at 7:30 pm in
the auditorium. Come out and show

your supportl!
March 3, April 7, May 5 Show you care...be there!
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News From the Art Room

Students at all grade levels have been brushing up on their drawing skills this season.
There have been many opportunities to show important messages through their drawings.
The most recent experience of this has been all grade level entries for the Governor's
Calendar Contest. The theme this year was "Everyone Can Help Keep Children Safe".

The purpose of this contest was for the children to learn about adult care in our families and
community. The prize for the outstanding poster includes a savings bond, a visit to
Trenton's State House, and the student's art work in next year's calendar. Results will come
in to us in August.

Ongoing in art class is the skill building and idea making which shows up in all of our art
projects. Although we make things to celebrate and decorate for holidays, there are always
alternative projects for students who do not honor these occasions. We are very busy also,

with preparation for the Spring Arts Festival. Keep an eye on this newsletter for more
details.

Pre-K
Pre-K has been very busy this past month. We learned about winter, rhyming words
and pairs. Each child made their own pair of mittens and skates. We also learned about the
life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and about transportation. We made a transportation collage
and painted with the wheels of toy cars.

February is dental health month. The students are learning how to take care of
their teeth and about foods that are healthy for teeth. We also had a Valentine's Day
celebration where the children brought in cards, made mailbags and strawberry jello. For
President's Day, we discussed the presidents including George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln and Barack Obama.

In March we will be discussing healthy foods and the food pyramid, as well as
I community helpers including, police officers, firefighters and dentists. We will continue to
learn rhyming words with Dr. Seuss's birthday. Lastly we will celebrate St. Patrick's Day and
| welcome the first day of spring!
As a reminder, if your child's folder is torn or misplaced, please purchase a new two
| pocket folder for your child to bring to school everyday for important paperwork and
homework.

From the Music Department

| This semester the upper grades are learning I
l about the Scale and how to sing it in Solfege. In |
Ear Training, they have been determining when
notes move by skip or step.
In Chorus, the third graders are learning Partner I
| Songs (songs which harmonize when they are sung
together). This is to prepare for part-singing. |

In the past, the fourth graders sang mainly in
unison with a little harmony interspersed. This year, |
we are trying two songs in harmony throughout.

We are looking forward to another enjoyable
I concert this Spring.

Instrumental Music Band and
Orchestra students are
| practicing music selections that
| I will be performed in the Spring
Concert.

I Irma B. Ferdinand
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We have passed mid year on our school
calendar. Third graders are making rapid progress
toward taking the NJ Ask test. Students and
teachers alike have been working daily toward
improving reading, language, and mathematics basic
skills. Please read with your child whenever
possible. Reading is a part of everything we do.

We, as a class, are looking forward to many fun
activities in the springtime. Third graders will be
visiting the New York Aquarium in May. Rehearsals
for the Spring Concert are also underway.

The weather is turning a little milder. Could the
Groundhog have been right?
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Fourth Grade

As we enter the second part of the year, all of our
fourth grade students are hard at work. In math, we
are learning two-digit multiplication, long division and
then moving into geometry. In social studies, we are
learning about the causes that led to the
Revolutionary War and many important events and
people during this time period. In science, we are
enjoying experimenting and reading about the
systems of the body and will then move on to
electricity, magnetism, matter and machines. In
language, we are working hard on our explanatory,
speculative, and poem prompt writing skills. Please
continue reviewing math concepts and practicing your
child's writing skills at home. Together we can make a
difference!!

Second Grade
This winter has brought us cold and snow
and with indoor weather we encourage more
reading time and reading activities. Our
children visit the school Media Center every
week for new books as well as they should
make trips to the Township library monthly.
The second grader should be reading short
chapter books at this time. A good hint is for
you to discuss the completed books with your
child before returning them to the library.
Even writing an index card of title, author,
and a short summary are good habits for the
children to begin.

January was exciting for the students with the
inauguration of our 44th president Barack
Obama, and the honoring of Martin Luther
King Jr. celebrations. The children are very
interested in these events and reading the
newspaper and current event magazines
should be included in your at home reading
materials and discussions.

In February, we will honor Black History
Month when all the children will participate in
our classroom door decorations, Mr. Lowery's
poetry contest, and famous Black Heroes
reports. Dental health and healthy hearts are
also topics touched on.

We continue our class work in phonics and
reading. Our math lessons include skip
counting, money, time, addition and
subtraction with and without regrouping.
Social studies and science as well as cursive
writing are all worked into busy days.
Additionally, the children will be preparing
and reviewing for the Terra Nova Tests which
are scheduled to beain on or about Aoril 1st.

ESL NEWS FROM MRS. RECALDE

ESL Progress Reports were sent along with the report cards. Please let me know if you

have any questions.

The kindergarten class, and port-of-entry students have been working on units covering
body, clothing, house and foods. They enjoyed reading “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”. They
have worked hard while having a lot of fun. I am so happy about their progress in English!

First grade classes have been working on animals. We are exploring animals on

different continents.

Second graders have enjoyed reading different books and are working on writing skills.
It is very important that all of you help your children by practicing the work I send

home. Thanks.
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The third and fourth grades just ended the marking period with a variety of games and activities.
They are now working with Chinese Jump Ropes. After this activity, they will be using Geo Fitness
mats. They will be creating dance moves using nine squares on the mats.
We will also be doing target shooting using slingshots on ultimate scooters.

The second grade is working on striking with a paddle. They learned how to grip a paddle, worked
on their stance, tossing and hitting the ball. They practiced against the wall at a variety of targets
and are now hitting with a partner over tennis nets.

The kindergarten and first grade classes are working with balloons both individually and with
partners. They will be working on their throwing skills at a variety of targets during the next two
weeks. All classes will be involved with an obstacle course during the month of March.
Remember, * .-
Your Physical Education Staff
Ms. V.  Mr. Wyckoff Miss Zurka

The first grade has been very busy this year learning how
to read using phonics and memorization. We have now
finished learning all the sounds in the English language and
spelling patterns that make those sounds. The children will
no longer learn to read, but rather they will read to learn.
A much stronger emphasis will now be placed on fluency,
expression, and comprehension or the understanding of
what is read instead of the mechanics of blending sounds.
Please remember to ask your child questions about
what they read. Remember Readers are Leadersl!!

Computers

Fourth grade students in the
computer lab just finished writing
their creative 500+ word stories on
the computer using Microsoft Word
while incorporating the writing and
language skills learned in the
.. classroom.

Kindergarten News

In Kindergarten we've started 2009 off with a running start. Now that we have finished learning to
write the letters of the alphabet, we have begun learning the sounds of the letters. With the help of our
Wall Sound cards, we will be able to recognize a letter sound at the beginning, middle and end of a word.
We also continue to add new words to our ever-growing list of reading words. We are learning to read
color words and number words to ten.

In math we are learning about numbers to thirty. We have been working on comparing numbers
and putting them in sequence. We completed a unit on measurement and are currently learning about the
calendar, days of the week, months of the year, and telling time to the hour.

In science and social studies we are learning about animals and their
homes, hibernation, penguins, and cold winter-y weather. Learning about famous
Americans has kept us busy. Martin Luther King, our school’'s namesake Benjamin
Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman,
Thurgood Marshall, and our new 44" president Barack Obama are just a few of the
interesting people we are studying.
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Student Council News

This year student council has not wasted
any time in getting involved with their school and
community. To start the New Year off student
council added 5 new members. With the support of
the third grade teacher’s one student was selected
from each class to act as a representative in
Student Council. These students were chosen
because of their work ethic and the PRIDE they
show towards the school and their fellow
classmates.

We are also in the process of working on
some fundraisers that will help to support the many
activities we do through out the school year. Some
of the student’s favorites will be coming back such
as Stuck for a Buck and bake sales. We are also
working on a family game and teacher and student
competitions. More information will follow on when
and where these fundraisers will take place.

In keeping with up with the spirit of helping
the community outside our four walls of our school
student council is looking to help our American
Soldiers. Through the website AnySoldier.com we
are looking to help those men and women who have
not received mail or care packages from their family
and friends. During the coming weeks a letter will be
coming home explaining the community service
project and how you can get involved.

The fourth grade teachers and the Student
Council Advisors are very proud of the work that
these students have been doing and can only
imagine where the rest of the year will take us.

Kindergarten and 1> Grade AAP
News
During the past months, we have all been
working diligently on our new Waterford
program. It's a fun computer based
learning program that helps students build
skills in Reading. In addition, the program
individualizes o meat each student's needs.
First grade is SOARING with our Guided
Reading Program! I encourage families to
continue fo read together nightly.
Mrs. Santoro
AAP

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

The first graders are busy improving their
reading skills. They are memorizing high
frequency words and learning new sounds.
The children are reading decodable books
and are thrilled with their progress.
Remember- the only way to become a good
reader is to practice, practice, practice !

Miss Rubin
Reading Specialist

Help Stop Bullies Advice

Did you know that you can stop bullies? Bullies are a big problem for kids, but you have the power to
stop them. Bullies usually hurt other kids when no adults are around to see them do it. They know that
if an adult did see them, the adult would stop the bully and help the victim. Instead bullies wait until
recess, between classes, or in the bathrooms to push kids around. They usually do it where other kids
can see them. Bullies like an audience. It helps them feel powerful.

Most kids don't like watching another kid get bullied. When one kid sees another being bullied, he or
she can feel scared and powerless. That doesn't have to be. When you see someone being bullied,

remember the tips below and help stop a bully.

1. Speak up. Tell the bully what you think of what's going on. By saying,
"that's not funny," you can stand up for another kid.

2. Be a friend. When kids go somewhere without there friends, they are more
likely to get picked on by a bully. If you see someone being picked on, even
if you don't know the person, be a friend and ask the kid to walk away from .

the bully with you.

3. Get an adult. If you see someone being bullied, get an adult.

Mrs. Osty, Interventionist




