FRANKLIN EAGLE

Editor-in-chief: Carol Godfrey

Winter 2010

Important Dates

March 2-Read Across America

March 14- Daylight Savings Time
March 17-5t Patrick's Day-wear green
March 20-Spring begins

March 28-Palm Sunday

March 30-Passover

April 1-April Fools' Day

April 2-Good Friday-NO SCHOOL
April 4-Easter

April 9-3rd marking period ends

April 12-16-Spring Break -NO SCHOOL
April 22-Earth Day

April 22-Administrative Professional Day
April 23-Take Our Daughters to Work
April 23-report cards go home

April 24-Arbor Day

May 5-Cinco de Mayo

May 5-National Teacher Day

May 9-Mother's Day

May 28- 1:00 dismissal

May 25-Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL

For school information visit

http://www.twpunionschools.org
Click on “Franklin School” to find
out all the latest school news.
You can also view the
“Franklin Eagle” on our website.
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On cold, rainy or snowy mornings all children
should report to the auditorium before school
begins. No one should be walking the halls or
waiting by the classroom doors. Children may
enter the school using the front door and go
directly into the auditorium. Supervision begins
at 8:25. Please do not bring your child to school
before that time.
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Parents, please be aware, when checking for
school closings on days of inclement weather,
that WE are TOWNSHIP of UNION SCHOOLS!
There is also a “Union Township,” which is in
Hunterdon County! For the most accurate
information about school closings please check
Channel 34 and local TV stations 2, 4,5 & 7.
Be sure to check that you are seeing Township
of Union listed under UNION COUNTY, not
Hunterdon County!




From the desk of the Principal

Greetings Parents, Guardians, Relatives, and Friends:

I hope the New Year has been prosperous thus far and you remain focus on
whatever resolutions or goals that you have set for 2010.

As you know Franklin School is committed to accomplishing the goal of educating your children and
ensuring that each student is equipped to be proficient in all academic subjects as well as helping your
children mature socially and morally. Allow me fo re-emphasize the theme of P.R.I.D.E that Franklin
Elementary School uses to promote healthy student development: P for Proud - R for Ready - I for
Intelligent - D for Determined - and E for Educated. It is very important that the parents reinforce
these principles at home so the children can infuse these very important lessons into their daily routines.

The month of February was a very exciting time at Franklin School. As you know February is Black
History Month and the students participated in a plethora of activities that educated them and
celebrated the achievements of African Americans. The students participated in a poetry contest, a
door decorating contest, and Franklin School hosted an African American Heritage assembly program,
which took the students on a time travel journey through the use an origin of music created by African-
Americans. Winners of the various contest received pizza parties hosted by the Principal.

School Business

It is gefting closer o state assessment time. The students have been preparing vigorously for the
NJASK 3 and 4 as well as the NJPASS 1 and 2. Parents you play a crucial part in your child's academic
and social success. Please encourage your children to do their absolute best in all areas of school and
familiarize yourself with all components of the state mandated assessments. Statistics show that
parents, who remain actively involved in their child's social and academic activities, produce children who
are more likely to be successful academically as well as socially. The date of the NJASK assessment for
third and fourth grade is May 10-14. The NJPASS test for grades 1 and 2 will be held April 6-9. Please
inquire what you can do to help your child succeed with your child's teacher.

Parents, please make sure your children are not dropped off too early for school. If your child does not
participate in the morning program, sponsored by the YMCA, or the breakfast program then he/ she
should not arrive to school before 8:25 A.M. T want every child to be safe, and supervision does not
begin until 8:25 A.M. according to the teachers' contract. Also, please make sure your child is picked up
on time after school. Students are dismissed at 3:00 p.m. on full days and 1:00 p.m. on half days. Lastly,
please do not allow your children to bring in their personal toys, cards, games, or objects such as balls to
play with. The school supplies these items for your children and will not be responsible to replace
personal items if they are lost, broken, or stolen. Thank you kindly for adhering to these policies.




From Your PTA President

I's been “100” school days and counting here at Franklin and we’re already
anxiously awaiting the spring. With a few school snow closings we are
looking forward to the excitement the rest of this school year will bring.

With spring on the near horizon, the hard work and diligence of the Franklin PTA becomes a little
more evident with all of the year-end activities beginning to come to fruition. From the Easter
celebrations, Plant Sale, Family Skating Party, Track Meets, all the way to Graduations...there will
be plenty of activities for our children and parents alike.

The PTA will also be sponsoring a school-wide Auditorium presentation entitled “T.R.E.A.T.” —
Teaching Respect, Ethics and Tolerance which is an extension of our already established P.R.I.D.E.
model. We are looking forward to this program and hope our children will have fun while learning
these core concepts.

Our meetings are still the first Tuesday of every month @ 7PM and last month we had the wonderful
privilege to be joined by our Board of Education Liaison, Mr. David Armenio with a surprise guest
attendee - our very own Acting Superintendent, Mr. Gregory Tatum...you never know who may
show up to our meetings, so its always prudent to pop in and see what’s happening for your self ©

Also, the PTA is still looking for parent volunteers. Our Market Day is in threat of discontinuance
unless we have a few able-bodied parents to come out on pick-up days to help unload/sort the
shipment...an hour monthly could make the difference with this successful and important
fundraiser...

We continue to look for your creativity, time and energy
to accomplish these major tasks...
no task, time or effort on your part will be refused
or is considered too small.

Let’s continue to work together towards ensuring our children receive the quality education they
deserve in an atmosphere that is conducive to their scholastic development.

Sincerely,
Lori Adeoba

PTA President 2009/2010
tiade6870@aol.com

PS - It’s never too late to join the PTA - membership is $5.00/parent




It is hard to believe we have reached our 100th day of
school already! The school year is going by so quickly
and before you know it spring will be here. It is time
for our students to remain focused on their schoolwork
and to continue preparing for the state

assessments. Remember, "Children are likely to live up
to what you believe of them." Lady Bird Johnson.

Mrs. Osty
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I As state testing time approaches for all grades we would like to take this time to
stress the importance of practicing and reviewing the skills taught so far this year.
Please continue to practice basic math facts for speed and accuracy, computation,
problem solving, vocabulary, and comprehension skills. Encourage your child to
listen carefully, follow directions, and focus on the task at hand.
Our younger grades are also taking the necessary steps forward to improve

in their Language Arts and Math skills in preparation for the NJ Pass on April 6,
2010 through the 9th. Their self-esteem is progressing in a very positive direction
and this has encouraged them to do their best. The first grade students are
working hard to improve their reading and comprehension skills. Each student is
* working at his or her instructional reading level. The students have been improving

nicely. Mrs. Santoro’s first grade classes have also been working hard on their
" writing skills. They are investigating and writing about animals.
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
The first graders are busy improving their reading skills. They
are memorizing high frequency words and learning new
sounds. The children are reading decodable books and are
thrilled with their progress. Remember-the only way to
become a good reader is to practice, practice, practice!
Miss Rubin
Reading Coach

From the Vocal Music Department

The Kindergarteners are being made aware of pitch; that is, high and low sounds. They also paid
attention to changing tempos (changing speeds). In First grade, they are learning about different kinds of
notes (whole notes, half notes, quarter notes).

The Second graders’ attention is being drawn to rhythm (arrangement of notes and rests), and now
know three notes, B A G, on the Recorder.

The Third and Fourth graders are learning to Sight Sing; that means the ability to see a line of
music that moves stepwise for the first time and be able to sing it correctly.

During this month, in commemoration of Black Heritage, we sang the following Spirituals:- “In
my Father’s House”, “Freedom song”, and “Lift Every Voice”.

Irma B. Ferdinand




News from The ART ROOM

So here we are waiting for spring. Our children have made great strides in performance
: and focus. We must continue to support them to achieve their personal best at Franklin
: School.

We are getting ready for our Spring Arts and Music Festival. Yes, we start now for the May
: Exhibit! Kindergarten has been demonstrating eye / hand coordination by sewing with

: yarn to create a frame around beautiful drawings of choice. First grade is making stick

: puppets for a box-stage production telling a story using these characters and props.

- Second grade is working on relief rubbings from raised plastic sheets showing line work

- from famous paintings. Remember putting a leaf or coin under a piece of paper and

- coloring over the paper to see the image appear? That's what we're doing, the modern

- way. Third grade is preparing crayon resist drawings, which we called "turning day into

- night". The students drew city pictures with crayon and painted over with black

- watercolor paint. The wax of the crayon work stays colorful and the white paper turns
: black to look like night. They are gorgeous!

: And finally, fourth grade did some writing about future goals. We

: researched jobs and created collages from magazine pictures to show
: plans for the world of work.

I am proud of the work our children are doing. You can be, too.

: M. Chinsky
: Art Teacher

I ESL News
ESL children have been working on Chinese New Year, costumes and traditions. we

! read some Chinese stories and fables. Children made a tiger honoring this year zodiac

| animal. owr chinese children told us about their experiences and celebrations tn thelr
own homes. They also taught us some Chinese numbers and how to use chopsticks.
Thivd and fourth graders learned about the country of China, ncluding its Location
population, capital, and costumes.

| 'n the next weeks we are golng to start our spring theme and we will welcome this new
seasontll
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Third Grade

We have passed the middle of the third grade school year. Spring is just around the corner &
most welcome. It's been a long, cold winter.

We all have a great deal of work to do to improve report card grades and practice test scores
before May. Report cards are good indicators of children's progress. They show strengths and
weaknesses. As a parent, if you have any questions about your child's report card, please contact
the classroom teacher.

As NJASK draws near it is very important for parents to be involved with their child's education.
Listen to your child read to you orally, explain how to solve a word problem and answer
questions in complete sentences with correct grammar. If we all work together students,
teachers and parents will score high on this test.




4™ Grade News

Fourth Grade has been very busy learning about Black History and their positive effect
on society. From door decorating, to poetry writing, Internet research, and class lessons, the
students have been exposed to the many different ways that sports, arts, science, etc. have
been affected. The children thoroughly enjoyed all these activities and are anxiously
awaiting the results of the door decorating and poetry contests.

In class the students have been continuing to learn ways to improve their problem
solving and writing skills. We are developing writing procedures and proofreading techniques.
The efforts put forth in class are only affective when they are reinforced and practiced at
home. We ask that you take the time at home to work with your children to make their
writing skills even better.

In the upcoming months we have a series of events that the students will be
participating in based on their work habits and behavior. The Phys. Ed. Program developed a
Behavior Contract for each student and parent to follow. The students and parents need to
make sure each child is prepared and well behaved for school. In the event your child
receives fifteen check marks between now and the first event they will not be allowed to
participate. The events that follow, such as the track meet and picnic will follow the same
rules. We thank you in advance for your continued support at home. Your child's success can
only be achieved through our combined efforts.
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Kindergarten Winter News
The New Year has been exceptionally cold and snowy but our kindergarten students
are cozy and warm with our learning activities. We have begun learning the sounds of letters
with the help of our wall sound cards. We are becoming experienced learners with our
knowledge of beginning and ending sounds in words. Our high frequency word list is growing
daily, but the reward for our memorization of these words is that we can READ our pre-
decodable books with confidence and pride.

In Math we have completed counting and writing our numbers to 30. We can count by
2's, 5's and 10's. We have learned about measurement, sequencing events, telling time, using
the calendar, and money.

January and February are busy months with our Science and Social Studies
programs We have completed lessons on the sun and moon, liquids and solids, movement of
objects, water evaporation, hibernation and Polar animals and their
environments. We had fun learning about famous Americans including
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Ben Franklin, and Martin Luther
King Jr. We are currently learning about famous Black Americans. We
< have been busy but we are looking forward to spring and more activities.




SAVE the NJ Poison Control Center

In late January, a report issued by Governor Christie's health transition team has
targeted NJ Poison Control for extinction!

Imagine this, your toddler drinks drain cleaner from under the sink; your elderly parent mixes up his/her
prescription medicine; you and your family become ill after eating out at a local restaurant; you accidently
mistake a common household cleaning product for juice; your pet swallows over-the-counter medicine
from your purse. Now imagine frantically dialing the Poison Control Center’s hotline for help and no one is
there to answer your call. There could be a time in the near future where NJPIES’ Poison Information
Specialists, who are trained health care professionals, will not be available to help.

These are just touch on a few of the valuable services the poison center provides to NJ residents.

e 24/7 Beacon in the Emergency Service System - The poison center’s toll free hotline provides
24/7 first response services to both the public and medical and emergency service professionals
throughout the state. Our trained poison specialists (doctors, nurses, and pharmacists) help ER
doctors, EMS first responders as well as concerned at-home parents and residents determine if a
poisoning has occurred and the correct immediate protocol.

e Component in Terrorism Response - The poison center is a key component in NJ’s terrorism
response network. As shown by previous Anthrax scares, bio-terrorism from toxic, poisonous
sources is as serious potential threat.

e Medical Detective Experts - Poison response takes expert medical detective work in frequently
short turnaround times in order to save lives. Only toxicologist have the background and training
and are a key link the ER response team.

e NJPIES is a bargain - It is a great investment for NJ taxpayers. For every $1 expended, there is a
$7 savings in health care cost. The state provides only 20% of the poison center’s budget, yet
receives 100% of the benefits.

We need your help to SAVE the NJ Poison
Control Center!

Ways to show your support
e (Call, email or write your local State Senator or Assembly member to voice your dismay about the
recommendations that the NJ Poison Control Center be closed. To email your local representatives,
visit our website at www.NJPIES.org and click on the “Alert Save the Poison Center” section on the
homepage. Sample letters are available.
e Call, email, or write the Governor's office
e Support upcoming emergency services legislation that includes funding for NJPIES




First graders need to read, read, read! If children can read, they will succeed. The first
grade has been very busy this year learning how to read using phonics and memorization. We
have now finished learning all the sounds of the English language and the spelling patterns
that make those sounds. Please refer to the first page of the study pad for a list.) There are
quite a few and if the children study and memorize all their wall sound cards, they will master
both spelling and reading. First graders also need to memorize all their high frequency word.
The children will no longer learn to read, but rather they will read to learn. A much stronger
emphasis will now be placed on fluency, expression, and comprehension or the understanding of
what is read instead of the mechanics of blending sounds. Ask questions about what is read.
REMEMBER PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT! Reading is caught not taught! Enjoy!
Readers are leaders! May all our children succeed.
Happy Reading,

The First Grade

Pre-K

Pre-K has been working very hard this new year. We learned about winter, rhyming
words and pairs. Each child made a pair of mittens and socks. We also learned about the
life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and about transportation. Each child painted with the
wheels of toy cars. February was dental health month. The students learned how to take
care of their teeth and about foods that promote good dental hygiene. We also had a belated
Valentine’s Day celebration where the children brought in cards for each other and put them
into mailbags the children made themselves. For President’s Day, we discussed the
presidents including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Barack Obama. Also in
February, we learned about community helpers including police officers, dentists and
firefighters. Each class made a book about what they want to be when they grow up. Mr.
Valia taught a technology lesson where each class learned about the computer and recorded
their own CD!!

In March we will be discussing healthy foods and making a food pyramid. We will
continue to learn thyming words while celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday.
We will also celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and welcome the first day
of spring! In April we will discuss the weather, plants, and animals.
Throughout the next few months we will continue to count and
learn the alphabet, as well as syllables, opposite words, and our
addresses and phone numbers. Please practice this at home with

your child. Also remember to send your child in with HEALTHY
snacks and read to your child everyday!!




It's that time of year when we all start fine-tuning our testing skills.
As we continue our curriculum goals and objectives we focus on reaching all of
our students. We are all having wonderful experiences in our co-teaching
classes. We enjoy the opportunity to work with many of the students. As we
progress we see improvement in our students and look forward fo continued
success.

WHAT ARE WE DOING IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION?
The second, third and fourth grade students have been very active learning new skills in
Basketball and applying the skills to different lead-up games. They are now involved with a
Cooperative Activities Unit. The students are learning the three "C's. The three C's are
cooperation, communication and coordination. They are exploring ways to problem solve
situations with teamwork and the use of verbal and non-verbal cues. We have done three
legged walking, Buddy Walkers, tractor walk, mine field math and desert island. We will be
starting the Climbing Wall next week and learning how to fransverse across using the
various rocks for their hands and feet. We have also been doing Winter Olympic activities
using skis and poles.

The Kindergarten and First Grade classes have been working with the parachute, rolling,
tossing underhand and throwing overhand. They have been applying these skills fo many
different targets such as crates, bowling pins, rings on the floor and rings hung up on the
wall with animal paper plates inside. They also worked with Scatch-Its individually and with
partners. This is a paddle that allows a tennis ball to stick to the surface. This allows for
more success with catching and throwing. Finally, they too are working with different
activities that simulate events in the Olympics. They will be starting the Climbing Wall in a
few weeks.

Remember to have your child prepared twice a week for Physical Education and that
jewelry is not allowed at any time. Thank you for your cooperation.

Your Physical Education Staff
Ms. V. Mr. Wyckoff  Miss Zurka




