
Please be on time!! 
                   Children are expected to 
                         arrive on time and be     
                         picked up on time  
                         each and every day. 

     Please cooperate!   
School Hours: 

PreK am 9:05-11:35 
PreK pm 12:35-3:05* 
Grades K-2 9:05-3:05* 
*(Grades PreK-1 dismiss @ 2:55) 

Grades 3-4 8:50-3:05 

 
 

          

 

2  1st grade trip to Green Meadow’s Farm 
5  Cinco de Mayo 
7 National Nurses’ Day                              
8 Teacher Appreciation Day 
8-9 PTA Plant Sale 
9 Mother and Son Tea 
11 Mother’s Day 
12-15 Kindergarten Assessment 
13-15 PTA Book Sale 
16 School Spirit Day                                                     
19 Kindergarten trip to Turtle Back Zoo 
20 General PTA Meeting/Arts & Music Festival 
22 Town-wide 4th /5th grade Track Meet 
23 Early dismissal 1:00pm-wear red, white & blue 
26 Memorial Day – No school 
28 Market Day Pick-up 
29 Franklin School Day @ Chuck E. Cheese 
 
 

Phone Numbers You Need to Know 
           
 Franklin School   

                            Office 
             851-6450/6451 

  Mr. Lowery   
Mrs. Haliniewski        851-6456 
(School Nurse)       Cafeteria 
851-6455                851-6453 

Mrs. Osty     Media Center 
(Interventionist)        851-6453 
851-4699       
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Editor-in-chief: Carol Godfrey 

Important Dates in May: 

 
Join the fun !Join the fun !Join the fun !Join the fun !    

Franklin School Day @ Chuck E. Cheese!Franklin School Day @ Chuck E. Cheese!Franklin School Day @ Chuck E. Cheese!Franklin School Day @ Chuck E. Cheese!    
Friday, May 29Friday, May 29Friday, May 29Friday, May 29thththth    

Games, prizes, fun, and refreshments.  
Wear your PRIDE t-shirt. 

Show your school spirit and pride!! 
 

For school information go to 
http://www.twpunionschools.org 

 
Click on “Franklin School” to find 
out all the latest school news. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Greetings Parents and Guardians: 

 

Welcome to the Franklin Eagle newsletter.  I would like to start by thanking  

Ms. Carol Godfrey for being the Editor-in-Chief of the Franklin Eagle.   

She has done a wonderful job putting together the newsletter. 

 

Well, the end of the year is here.  I am very proud of the work, attitude, and behavior of your 

children.  Your children have exemplified the type of P.R.I.D.E that we expect at Franklin 

School.  It has been a year of testing, assessing, and evaluating the aptitude, knowledge, and 

skill level of your children.  It has also been a year of fun as well.  The children really 

enjoyed the Chuck E. Cheese fundraiser, which was arranged by Mrs. Mary Lou Brennan 

(Thank you Mrs. Brennan for an outstanding job).  The children also enjoyed themselves 

during Family Fun Night at the skating rink, which was arranged by the Franklin School’s 

PTA executive board (Thank you PTA for your time and commitment).   

 

For the month of May, we plan on continuing the fun as well as the learning.  Please check 

the May 2008 “At A Glance”, to see what events are happening at Franklin School.  One of 

the events that we are organizing is a Faculty/ Parent Softball Game.  Information will be 

sent home soon about the game.  Please sign up for this event.  We are going to have a good 

time.  I am already predicting a victory for whoever is on my team. ☺  

 

School Business     

Parents, please make sure your children are not dropped off too early for school.  If your 

child does not participate in the morning program, sponsored by the YMCA, or the breakfast 

program then he/ she should not arrive to school before 8:30 A.M.  I want every child to be 

safe, and supervision does not begin until 8:30 A.M. according to the teachers’ contract.  

Also, please make sure your child is picked up on time after school.  Students are dismissed 

at 3:00 p.m. on full days and 1:00 p.m. on half days.  Lastly, please do not allow your 

children to bring in their personal toys, cards, games, or objects such as balls to play with.  

The school supplies these items for your children and will not be responsible to replace 

personal items if they are lost, broken, or stolen.  Thank you kindly for adhering to these 

policies.   

 
 

Mr. Lowery 



 
 
 
 
  After winter break, the 4th grade 
children began intense preparation for 
NJASK. We can now breathe a sigh of 
relief and move on to many exciting fun-
filled end of the year activities.  On April 
11th the children participated in our yearly 
Jump Rope for Heart event.  We raised lots 
of money for the American Heart 
Association. Moving on into May, the 
children will be competing against all of 
the other 4th grades in town at the town-
wide Track Meet on May 22, 2008.  The 
last big event is our 4th grade picnic on 
June 6, 2008 at Weber Park.  The children 
will be enjoying a fun-filled day in the 
sun provided by our wonderful PTA. 
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                             Happy Spring!!! 
                           We can’t believe how  

                           fast the year is going!  

                          The children did a great  

                          job during testing week. We 

have mastered comprehension skills. 

Please keep reviewing with your child the 

characters, setting, problem, solution, and 

favorite part of a story. These are 

important reading skills for your child. We 

have learned measurement in math class 

but don’t forget to review addition and 

subtraction facts with your child. Please 

make flash cards with your child to master 

the facts so multiplication will be easier for 

your child in future grades. Please 

remember to keep reading. We can read 

first grade chapter books now so 

remember to visit the Union Library. We 

have all learned about the life cycle of a 

butterfly and had butterfly visitors in our 

rooms. The children had a blast! 

Remember to Spring into Spring!  

 

Your Friends in Franklin’s  

Fabulous 1st Grade!     

News from The Art Room by M. Chinsky 
  Our students have done a great job this year.  Their projects are driven by a recently  
revised nationally recognized art curriculum, the plans we follow to meet state standards.  We had  
fun and we learned.  Students made wire sculptures, mono prints, paintings and paper designer  
jeans, just to mention a few. 
  I always offer opportunities for our students to exhibit and enter their artwork at home and  
throughout the state.  Youth Art Month (YAM) sponsored a show at IKEA in Elizabeth.   
Chelsea Sackey (kindergarten), Reggie Lewis (4th grade) and Jenny Nguyen (4th grade) were all selected to 
celebrate their talents at a reception.  Their work can be seen on Artsonia.com, the largest student art web 
site in the world! Aurelia Hutson and Savion Spellman won the dental poster contest for 4th graders.  They 
showed their work and had a countywide party at Costa del Sol, a restaurant in Union. 
  Art is an important and enjoyable problem solving class. Our classes are a place for expression and 
skill building at all levels here at Franklin.  Thanks go to our parents for supporting our programs.  Please 
visit us during the month of May and attend our Spring Festival of the Music and the Arts on May 20th.  
 



Health News from Mrs. Haliniewski 

• When your child is unable to come to school or will be late, please call the 
nurse’s office before 9:00 am each day at 908-851-6455. Leave a detailed 
voicemail with the child’s name (spell the name slowly), grade, teacher’s name, 
and the reason why your child is not coming to school. You can also mention 
when the child is coming back if the child is going to be out for several days. 

• It is very important that your child remain at home if they are not feeling well. 
If your child has a fever (100 degrees or more) they MUST STAY HOME until 
their temperature remains normal (98.6), without medication, for 24 hours.  

Kindergarten Happenings 
      The kindergarten classrooms are buzzing with excitement. As the end of the year 

approaches, we look forward to many exciting activities. Our days are jam-packed with 

learning new things and reinforcing our skills so we are ready for 1st grade. Many of us have 

begun reading simple words, sentences, and even simple books. Our math and language 

arts skills will be tested when we take our Kindergarten Assessment in May. 

     All work and no play makes for a very long, boring day--that’s why we  

have some fun activities planned for May. We will plant seeds, water them,  

take care of them, and watch them grow and bloom. We will watch our  

caterpillars spin cocoons and change into beautiful butterflies.  A trip to  

Turtleback  Zoo on May 19th will give us the chance to see some interesting  

animals up close.  Rehearsals for our up coming Kindergarten Graduation  

will keep us singing some of our favorite tunes. We will finish the month by  

going to Chuck E. Cheese to celebrate Franklin School Day.  
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Support Franklin’s PTA! 
Show your support by 

helping out and lending a 

hand at all school events. 

 

 

 

 

Parents and teachers 

Working together. 

Show you care…be there! 
 

 

Pre-K 
 We have been very busy the last two months. In March, 
we celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday by reading his books.  We ate 
green treats in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, dyed eggs, and 
had an egg hunt to welcome Spring. March was also nutrition 
month, therefore we learned about healthy foods and the food 
pyramid.  We also had a healthy salad bar.   
 In April, we learned opposite words, learned about 
weather, clouds, Earth Day, recycling, and how to conserve 
energy by turning off the lights.  
 For the last two months we will continue with the alphabet, 
plant flowers, watch caterpillars change to butterflies with  
a butterfly garden and learn about Memorial Day.   
We also will perform a color mixing experiment.   
Happy Mother’s Day to all of our Pre-K moms! 
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Third Grade NewsThird Grade NewsThird Grade NewsThird Grade News    

The third grade students will be 
performing in the Spring Art & Music 
Festival on May 20th.  They have been 
singing and practicing with their 
instruments. 
   
 
 

The third grade classes are 
looking forward to their field trip on 
Monday, June 9th to the New York 
Aquarium.  Please remember to bring a  
bag lunch and be at school on time.   
 

 
 
 

As the school year moves rapidly along, our second 
graders reflect upon their many exciting experiences. 

During the 2nd week of April, the students took the 
Terranova Achievement Test.  The results will be forwarded 
to parents by the end of the school year. 

The 2nd graders who completed the requirements of 
the “Six Hour Reading Club” will receive complementary 
tickets for a day at the Six Flags Amusement Park. 

In May, the students will visit Connecticut Farms 
School.  There they will see a performance by Union’s 
talented instrumental music teachers.  Parents, the students 
will then, with your help, select instruments of their choice 
for musical instruction in the third grade. 

We also look forward to learning how to write in 
cursive and challenging our brains with multiplication facts!!!  
Parents please practice at home with us. 

What a wonderful, hard working year!  Stay tuned for 
more events in the next newsletter! 

My name is Lynne Mancinelli and I am the new Media Specialist at 
Franklin Elementary School.  I had the good fortune to observe Mrs. Katcher in 
Franklin before her retirement.  I was thrilled to be able to “pick her brain” 
regarding her expertise and role as the Media Specialist.   

I am very excited to start my journey in the Media Center and look forward to incorporating my prior 
experiences as a classroom teacher in Language Arts, Reading Specialization, Science, and Enrichment 
instruction.  My goals include collaborating with all staff members in ways that will support learning, student 
success and overall interest in the excellent collection we have in the Media Center.  

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to be part of the Union Township Public School System.  I went 
through the Union School System starting in Battle Hill Elementary and graduating from UHS.  As a life-long 
Unionite, I am excited about contributing to my community and working with all youngsters. 

Once again, I encourage you all to stop by to say hello and utilize the Media Center  
as a tool to support learning in all areas. 
 

Second Grade Second Grade Second Grade Second Grade     
News!News!News!News!    

Keep it Healthy! 
Ideas for great snacks: 
Fruits, vegetables, yogurt, 
applesauce, crackers & 
cheese. 
DO NOT SEND candy, 
cake, cookies or sugary 
snacks.  
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Musical Notes by I.B. Ferdinand 
 
 
May is here….finally! At Franklin, this means that it is time for the annual “Spring Arts Festival”. 
 
Ms. Chinsky is busy decorating the hallway bulletin boards with the artwork of her talented 
students. Mr. DeLuca is preparing his aspiring instrumentalists to show what they have achieved 
during this school year. 
 
In the choral department, the 3rd and 4th grader students are strengthening their vocal cords to 
present a lively show that includes a delightful West Indian folk song. 

 
Please plan to join us on May 20 at 6:30 p.m. to enjoy the display and the music. See you then! 

What Are We Doing in Physical Education? 
 

     The 3rd and 4th grade students have been working hard on 3  
major units since January. They learned about Lacrosse,  
Volleyball, and Cup Stacking.  They also had 2 major projects to  
construct related to sports, fitness, and health.  The 4th grade   

students had their “Jump Rope for Heart” event on April 11th. This event 
 is held on behalf of the American Heart Association.  We raised a grand total of $5000.00!! 
Lunch was provided for the students by our PTA. 
 The 2nd grade students did the same activities as the 3rd and 4th grades. The next unit 
for 2nd through 4th grade will be Tinikling. The students will learn a variety of hopping and 
jumping steps in and out of moving sticks. 
 Kindergarten and 1st grade students have been busy and active during their classes. 
They have worked with beach balls while learning different striking skills. They also 
worked with Lummi sticks, ribbons, ping pong paddles and balls, cup stacking, striking 
balloons with paddles, scooters, and a variety of games. The students will begin working 
with foam golf clubs and golf balls. Putting and gripping the club will be key points shown 
to them regarding this sport. We will make a miniature golf course in the gym using foam 
noodles. They will also have a unit on Folk Dancing. 
 Finally, the 4th grade students are preparing for the town-wide Track Meet being 
held on May 22nd at Union High School. This is an exciting day for all involved.  
On a final note, please keep your children involved in activities outside of school. They 
need to participate in individual and tem sports. Bicycle riding, walking, jumping rope, 
jogging, and hiking are activities that can be done by the entire family. We will continue to 
work hard with your children and emphasize the importance of a healthy life style. 
Thank you from your Physical Education Staff! 

 
Ms. V., Mr. Wyckoff, & Miss Lukko 

  
  

 


